THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

obscene words by preference and exhibited himself and masturbated
in an unusually shameless manner for a child of his age.1

I shall outline his history briefly. At a very early age Kenneth
had been seduced by his nurse. His memory of it was quite conscious,
and the event had later become known to his mother. According
to her, the nurse, Mary, had been very devoted to the child but had
been very strict in her insistence upon his cleanliness. Kenneth's
memories of being seduced went back to the beginning of his fifth
year, but it is certain that it actually took place very much earlier.
He reported, apparently with pleasure and without inhibition,
that his nurse used to take him with her when she went to have her
bath and used to ask him to rub her genitals. Besides this, he had
nothing but good to tell of her; he stated that she had loved him and
for a long time denied that she had treated him severely. At the
beginning of his analysis he reported a dream which he had dreamt
repeatedly since his fifth year: he was touching an unknown woman's
genitals and masturbating her.

His fear of me started in the first session. Shortly after the
beginning of his analysis he had the following anxiety dream: All of
a sudden a man was sitting in my chair instead of me. I then undressed,
and he was horrified to see that I had an unusually large male genital organ.
In connection with the interpretation of this dream, rich material
came up in regard to his sexual theory of the 'mother with a penis', a
mental image which, as analysis proved, was very definitely em-
bodied for him in Mary. He had evidently been afraid of her when
he was a small child, for she had beaten him severely, but he was
still unable to admit this fact until a later dream made him alter
his attitude.

Infantile as Kenneth was in many respects, he very soon gained a
clear insight into the aim and necessity of his analysis. He used
sometimes to give associations in the manner of older children and
chose of his own accord to lie on the sofa while he did so. The
greater part of his analysis, indeed, was carried out in this way.
Soon, however, he began to supplement his verbal material with
action. He picked up some pencils from the table and made them
represent people. Another time he brought some clothes pegs with
him and these in turn became people and fought with one another.
He also made them represent projectiles and constructed buildings

1 Kenneth's treatment occupied 225 hours and could not be carried any
further owing to external circumstances. His neurosis, though not actually
removed, had by then been materially reduced. As far as his practical life was
concerned, the partial results obtained led to the diminution of a number of
difficulties: among other things he was able to comply better with the require-
ments of his school life and of his upbringing in general.